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Madonna or Whore: The Evolution of Women in Classic and Modern Literature 
	In much literature, women hold little prominence except when cast as virginal brides, seductive sirens, evil manipulators, or supernatural goddesses. What men, especially male characters, most often fail to comprehend is that women are all of these, and more. One of the things I will be speaking about is Darwinian Theory to classic texts and explore women’s struggles to assert themselves as valued members of society and important contributors to today’s literary canon despite past fictions that attempt to justify female suppression. I will compare the single-faceted female characters of past stories to those found in the works of modern authors such as C.S. Lewis  and Margaret Atwood, whose protagonists are resourceful, intelligent, and most importantly, female. My paper will examine female characterizations and their dichotomous portrayals as either the Madonna or the whore while analyzing shifts in modern writing and exploring whether these characterizations have changed over time. 

